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CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 6928 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, GT 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL ARRESTED, KILLED 
REF: A-221 

1. SUMMARY. GOVERNMENT FORCES ENGAGED IN HOUR-LONG SHOOT- 
OUT DECEMBER 20 WITH MEMBERS OF A PGT (COMMUNIST PARTY) 

GROUP WHO HAD KIDNAPPED WEALTHY BUSINESSMAN ROBERTO GABRIEL 
ABULARACH. FOLLOWING DAY TORTURED BODY OF PGT SECGEN 
HUBERTO ALVARADO ARELLANO WAS DISCOVERED. END SUMMARY. 

2. GUATEMALAN BUSINESSMAN ROBERTO GABRIEL ABULARACH WAS 
RELEASED UNHARMED BY KIDNAPPERS DECEMBER 20 AFTER PAYMENT 
APPROXIMATELY $50,000 RANSOM. HOURS LATER, GOVERNMENT 
FORCES, FOLLOWING LEADS DEVELOPED DURING RANSOM 
NEGOTIATIONS, ENGAGED IN AN HOUR-LONG SHOOTOUT WITH GROUP 
OF PGT MEMBERS. PRESS SAID 500 ARMY TROOPS, DOZENS OF 
POLICEMEN, AND 3 ARMY TANKS SURROUNDED THE ZONE 12 

HOUSE WHERE THE KIDNAPPERS HAD BARRICADED THEMSELVES. 
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3. PRESS REPORTS INDICATED THAT 3 PERSONS WERE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



CAPTURED, ONE PERSON WAS FOUND DEAD IN HOUSE, AND 
SEVERAL OTHERS MANAGED ESCAPE AMID HAIL OF POLICE 
BULLETS. 

4. DEAD MAN FOUND AT THE HOUSE WAS IDENTIFIED AS 
JOSE LUIS DE LEON LOPEZ. THREE PERSONS CAPTURED, ALL 
WOMEN, HAD APPARENTLY STAYED IN THE HOUSE TO GIVE 
COVER FIRE FOR THE FLEEING MEN. THEY WERE IDENTIFIED 
AS MARIA ELENA DE LEON ALVARADO, MARIA DEL CARMEN 
DUENAS YOC, AND MARIA DEL CARMEN MALDONADO. TWO 
AMERICAN-MADE FRAGMENTATION GRENADES, RUSSIAN-MADE 
SUBMACHINE GUN CLIPS, AND PGT LITERATURE WERE FOUND 
IN THE HOUSE. 

5. IT IS AS YET UNCLEAR WHETHER HUBERTO ALVARADO 
ARELLANO, PGT SECRETARY GENERAL, WAS CAPTURED 
IN THE HOUSE OR WHETHER HE WAS PICKED UP IN THE 
POLICE- ARMY DRAGNET THAT FOLLOWED THE SHOOTING. 

FAMILY MEMBERS TRIED TO SAVE HIM EARLY DECEMBER 22 BY 
FILING A HABEAS CORPUS PETITION BUT TO NO AVAIL. 

ALVARADO'S TORTURED BODY WAS FOUND ABOUT NOON 
DECEMBER 22. 15 FEET OFF THE ANTIGUA-GUATEMALA HIGH- 
WAY. 

6. ANOTHER BODY, IDENTIFIED LATER AS THAT OF PGT 
MEMBER MIGUEL ANTONIO ALVARADO LIMA, WAS ALSO 
FOUND SATURDAY. 

7. FATE OF THE OTHER BUSINESSMAN KIDNAPPED BY THE 
PGT IN EARLY DECEMBER, ANDRES BOTRAN, IS AS YET 
UNKNOWN. LA NACION SAID DECEMBER 23 THAT THE 
GUERRILLAS WERE DEMANDING RELEASE OF "THE THREE 
MARIAS" IN EXCHANGE FOR BOTRAN. 

8. COMMENT: ALVARADO KILLING INDICATES THAT LAUGERUD GOVERN- 
MENT IS NO LESS WILLING THAN ITS PREDECESSOR TO 

ORDER SUMMARY EXECUTIONS OF PERSONS IT BELIEVES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR TERRORIST ACTION IT CONSIDERS PRO- 
VOCATIVE. LITTLE IF ANY EFFORT WAS MADE TO CONCEAL GOVERN- 
MENT INVOLVEMENT IN ALVARADO'S DEATH. ALVARADO'S 
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PROBABLE SUCCESSOR AS SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE PGT 
IS JOAQUIN NOVAL FUENTES. IT IS TOO EARLY TO SAY 
WHETHER UNDER NOVAL'S LEADERSHIP PGT (AND ITS ALLY 
THE FUERZAS ARMADAS REBELDES) WILL REACT TO 
GOVERNMENT VICTORY BY LONG ABSTINENCE FROM ACTIVITY, 

AS IT DID AFTER SEPTEMBER 1972 LOSS OF SIX CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, OR WHETHER IT WILL ATTEMPT 
RETALIATE AGAINST GOG LEADERS OR OTHER CONVENIENT 
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TARGETS. 
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